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Dear Parents/Carers,

Reading Books
Today, children in Years 3 to 6 will be bringing home their school reading book.
At Broomwood, we want every child to become a confident, fluent reader who also develops a genuine enjoyment of books. Reading is one of the most important skills your child will develop, and the support you give at home can make a significant difference.

Why is reading at home so important?
Research consistently shows the importance of parents being involved in their child’s learning. The Education Endowment Foundation reports that parental engagement approaches are associated, on average, with around four months of additional progress, with much of the evidence relating to home reading.
This is particularly important at a time when children are reading less frequently outside school. In 2026, only around 1 in 5 children and young people aged 8–18 said that they read every day in their free time.
Even as children get older and become independent readers, your involvement still matters.
Please read with your child as often as possible. This does not always mean that you need to read the whole book together. You might:
· listen to your child read aloud;
· take turns reading a page each;
· ask them to tell you what has happened so far;
· talk about unfamiliar words;
· ask questions about the characters and events;
· ask them what they think might happen next;
· simply talk to them about whether they are enjoying their book and why.
These conversations are incredibly valuable.

Accelerated Reader
In Years 3 to 6, we use Accelerated Reader to support children’s independent reading.
Children are guided towards books that are appropriate for their individual reading level. Once they have finished a book, they complete a short quiz in school. The quiz checks their understanding of what they have read, including key details and vocabulary.
Teachers can then use this information to monitor each child’s comprehension and progress and ensure that the books they are reading provide an appropriate level of challenge.
The aim is not simply to read as many books as possible. We want children to read carefully, understand what they have read and, most importantly, develop a love of reading.

Please Help Us Look After Our Books
We are fortunate to have a wide range of reading books for our children, but replacing lost or damaged books is expensive.
As you will appreciate, school budgets are extremely tight, and every book that needs replacing is money that cannot be spent elsewhere on our children.
Please encourage your child to look after their reading book carefully and return it to school when they have finished it, so that another child can enjoy it.

Thank you for supporting us with reading at home. Of all the things you can do to support your child’s education, making time for reading and talking about books is one of the most valuable.
Working together, we can help our children become confident readers who see reading not simply as something they have to do for school, but as something they can enjoy throughout their lives.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support.

Yours sincerely,
Dr. Louise Owen- Headteacher
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