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	Year A
	Year B

	Topic
	Ancient Greeks
	Overview of Early Civilisations
	Isambard Kingdom-Brunel
	Ancient Egyptians
	Amazing Africa
	Is it right to fight WW1 & WW2
	Americas-Columbian Exchange

	Coverage
	Ancient Greece

A study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world
	The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China
This builds on knowledge from the Ancient Greeks and builds up to the later topic of the Ancient Egyptians.
	The achievements of IKB

The impact his pioneering designs have had on society.
	The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of Ancient China

	A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300.

	A local history study
A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066
	A non-European society that provides contrasts with British history

	Enquiry Questions
	Who were the Ancient Greeks?

Would you rather be a Spartan or an Athenian?

What does democracy look like in modern Britain?

How is democracy in Ancient Greece different to democracy in modern Britain?


What was Alexander the Great’s impact on the Greek Empire?

How does the Ancient Greek religion compare to religions you already know about?

What is the impact of the ancient Greeks on life today?


	Where and when did the first civilisations begin?
	What problem did Isambard Kingdom Brunel solve in his architecture of bridges?


	When was Ancient Egypt in relation to other early civilisations?

Why were the Ancient Egyptians ahead of their time?

What was the structure of Ancient Egyptian society how does it compare to society today?

What role did religion play in the lives of Ancient Egyptians?


What did the Egyptians believe about life after death?


What was some of the significant achievements of the Ancient Egyptians and how was this evident today?

	When was the kingdom of Benin at its most and least powerful?

How did the Obas of Benin control their people?

What was life like in Ancient Benin for craftsmen and farmers?

Why do the Nigerians want the Benin Bronzes returned?

How important was trade in keeping Benin rich and powerful?

What evidence is there for there being a golden age of Benin?
Why did Benin fall to the British and not the Portuguese Empire?
	What are the main reasons for the cause of WWI?

What would WWI have been like without the service of animals?

Which technologies do you think were the most significant development of WWI?

What was the significant outcome of the Treaty of Versailles?

How did WWII begin?

What was the impact of the Blitz on our local area and Manchester as a whole?

How does childhood during WWII compare to the present day?

What was the impact of secret agents and codebreakers on WWII?

What does the diary of Anne Frank tell us about WWII?

Which events brought an end to WWII?
	Is Christopher Columbus a hero?

What was the impact of the Columbian Exchange?

What were the positive and negative consequences for the Old World and the New World because of the Columbian Exchange?

Why can you now eat chocolate and vanilla ice cream?

	Golden Threads

	Empire
	Alexander the Great-Greek and Persian Empire

Alexander the Great’s 13-year reign created the largest Empire in human history.
	Greek/Persian Empire

Roman Empire
	
	
	Why did Benin fall to the British, not the Portuguese Empire?
	A number of people from countries governed by the British Empire helped to support Britain in WWII.
	

	Society
	Democracy in modern Britain is representative.

Impact of Ancient Greeks on life today.

Ancient Greek city states and the societies within these.
	Understand what a civilisation is and how different civilisations have found new things and found ways to make life better.


	IKB solved problems caused by physical geography with his tunnels and bridges.

He was asked to make prefabricated hospitals for the Crimean War which were complemented for their capacity and hygiene.


	A comparison of Ancient Egyptian society to today
	How did the Obas of Benin control their people?

Golden Age of Benin.


	Analyse the service of animals in WWI.

Understanding why places like Manchester and Liverpool were hit.

Effects of the Blitz on Mancunian society.

Link to present day wars and refugees.

Comparing childhoods in WWII to now.

Diary of Anne Frank

Life of Alan Turing and his links to Manchester. Touch upon the struggled he faced because of his sexuality.
	Was Christopher Columbus a superhero?

Investigate where food comes from.

In the Columbian exchange, diseases were exchanged as well as goods.



	Economic Activity
	Comparison of city states
	When did people first use money?

How did some places go from a basic settlement to an advanced city?
	IKB was chief engineer on the Great Western Railway. It linked London to Bristol and helped to transform places like Reading and Swindon into booming cities.
	
	The role of trade in keeping Benin rich and powerful?
	
	An in depth look at trade, imports and exports and how these impact the economy.

-Spain became the world’s most rich and powerful nation due to imports of gold.


	Religion
	Comparison of Ancient Greek religion to other religions we know about.

Polytheistic nature of Ancient Greek religion

Exploration of some of the Greek Gods and Goddesses
	Many of the early civilisations believed in polytheistic religions.
	
	What role did religion play in the lives of Ancient Egyptians?


What did the Egyptians believe about life after death?

	A look at Anne Frank and what her diary told us about the war.
	
	A brief look at conversions to Catholicism.

	Disciplinary Knowledge

	Similarities and Difference
	A comparison of religion now to the Ancient Greek religion.

A comparison of democracy in modern Britain to Ancient Greek democracy.
	A comparison of different civilisations
	
	
	
	-A comparison of  childhoods  in WWII to the present.

-To understand that Alan Turing faced difficulties because of the way his sexuality was viewed at the time.

	

	Historical Significance
	Evaluate the achievements of the Ancient Greeks and their significance to human development.

Alexander the Great’s impact on Greece
	Different civilisations have found new things and found ways to make life better.
Once people started farming, settlements started to develop.

	To look at the problems IKB solved with his designs.
	
	To understand the reasons why the Nigerians want the Benin Bronzes returned.
	To analyse the start of WWII

To examine the outcome of the Treaty of Versailles.

To understand the role of animals in WWI.

To know which events brought an end to WWII.

	To analyse Christopher Columbus’ contribution to the world.

	Cause and Consequence
	
	
	To understand that Britain entering the Crimean war in 1854 caused the need for prefab hospitals. Brunel designed and built these and they were praised for their attention to hygiene and their capacity for a high number of patients.
	
	To know the reasons why Benin fell to the British Empire

To examine how trade kept Benin rich and powerful.
	To look at the consequences of the Blitz on Manchester


	To evaluate the impact that the Columbian Exchange on the Old and New World. While new produce was exchanged, so where European diseases like smallpox.

	Change and continuity
	How religion has changed over time.

How democracy has changed over time.
	How did civilisations change over time?
	
	
	Comparing the most and least powerful times of the Kingdom of Benin.
	To understand how technology changed the way wars were fought.
	To know that not having livestock like cows in America meant that they

	Historical interpretation
	Conduct research on Greek City States and decide which one you would rather be from
	Debate what the greatest early civilisation was.
	Is Isambard Kingdom Brunel a superhero? To compare IKB to other ‘superheroes’ we have learnt about.
	
	Analysing downfall of Benin. When was it at its most/least powerful?
	To decide which technologies were the most significant development of WW1.
	Is Christopher Columbus a hero? To compare Columbus to other ‘superheroes’ we have learnt about.

	Handling Evidence
	To use a wide range of different evidence to collect evidence about the past, such as pictures, documents, printed sources, posters, online material, pictures, photographs, artefacts, historical statues, figures, sculptures and historical sites. To investigate my own lines of enquiry by posing historically valid questions to answer. Critique the provenance of the sources.

	Chronological Awareness
	Archiac, classical and Hellenistic periods. Create a VAK timeline.

Kleisthenes introduced democracy in Athens in c.507 BCE.
	Ancient Sumer c5000 BCE to c2000 BCE

Indus Valley
C3200 BCE to c1500 BCE

Minoan c2500 BCE TO 1400 BCE 

Ancient Egypt c3100 BCE to c400 BCE

Shang Dynasty c1600 BCE to 1046 BCE

Phoenicians c1500 BCE to 300 BCE

Ancient Greece
C800 BCE to 30 BCE

Ancient Rome c500 BCE to 476 CE
	Isambard Kingdom Brunel was a Victorian (19th Century) engineer who was born in  1806 and died in 1859.
	When was Ancient Egypt chronologically in relation to other early civilisations?
	The Kingdom of Benin prospered from the 1200s to the 1800s C.E. in western Africa, in what is now Nigeria.

Benin began to lose power during the 1800s, as royal family members fought for power and control of the throne. Civil wars broke out, dealing a significant blow to both Benin’s administration as well as its economy.

A desire for control over West African trade and territory ultimately led to a British invasion of Benin in 1897.
Nigeria became independent as of 1960.
	Assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand-1914

The First World War started in 1914 and ended in 1918.


WWII September 1st 1939-May 8th 1945

D-DAY landings 6th June 1944
	Christopher Columbus 1451-1506 

1492/93 First Voyage of Christopher Columbus to the New World in three ships in an attempt to establish maritime trade routes to the East.
It was then when Columbus first imposed Christianity and Spanish domination in the Caribbean region.

	Previous knowledge and links
	LKS2-Stone Age society and developments

LKS2-Ancient Rome

LKS2-Viking and Saxon society
	LKS2-Ancient Rome
	KS1-Victorians (Seaside topic)
	LKS2-Ancient Rome


	LKS2-British Empire
	KSI-Superheroes: why do important people have statues? Link to statue of Alan Turing/ Winston Churchill

KS1-Childhood then and now: in UKS2, children look at comparing their own childhood to that of a child during WWII.

LKS2-Islands-How did people from the West Indies support Britain in the War?
	KSI-Superheroes
KS1-Mary Anning’s discovery of fossils
Ships
LKS2-Viking longboats
LKS2-HMT Empire Windrush
UKS2 (if in year 5 for year A)-Isambard Kingdom Brunel ship building

	Topic specific vocabulary
	Democracy
City states
Polis
Phylae
Civilisation
Empire
Athens
Sparta
Parthenon
Polytheism 





	Circa
Ancient Sumer
Mesapotamia
Indus Valley
Shang Dynasty
Bitumen
	Pioneer 
Architecture
Pre-fabricated
Renkioi Hospital
	Rosetta Stone
Mummification
Pharaohs
Burial 
Howard Carter
Valley of the Kings
Champollion 
Hieroglyphics
Tutankhamen 
Tomb 
Egyptologists 
Lord Carnarvon 
Sarcophagus
Papyrus
Deities
Alchemy
Mortal
Narmer
Khufu

	Conglomerate
Obas
Kingdom
Commodity
Ogisos
Dynasty
Smelt
Civilisation
Animist
Oral Tradition
Bronzes.
	World War 1

Alliance
Treaty
Assassination
Dog-fighting
Battalion
Armistice
Triple Entente
Triple Alliance

World War 11

Rationing
Evacuation
Code Breaker
Holocaust
Blitz
Nazi
Declaration
Air raid
The Enigma
The Bombe
Persecution
	Exchange
Disease 
Voyage
Exploration
Catholicism 
Influenza
Native
Colony




	Chronological Vocabulary
	chronology
chronological order
AD (Anno Domini)
BC (Before Christ)
BCE (Before the Common Era)
age
era
period
ancient
millennium
millennia (thousands of years)
prehistoric

	Conceptual Knowledge Vocabulary
	local
regional
national
international
continuity
change
cause
consequence
similarity
cultural
economic
military
political
religious
social
empire
civilisation
monarchy
society
community
invasion
democracy
constitution
prejudice
racism
slavery
invention
legacy
sacrifice
supremacy
invasion
occupation
neutrality

	Enquiry Vocabulary
	historical narrative
connections
contrasts
trends
similarity
difference
significance
historical sources
historical evidence
primary sources
secondary sources
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